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All ages Hunter/Jumper Trainining Barn • 7 miles west of Wayzata in Orono

4100 Watertown Road, Orono, MN.  For Information Call Kim Puckett 612.310.7696

TRAINER
Ashley Woodhouse Slade

We are excited to announce our stall expansion! Now accepting new clients.

Hunters Jumpers Equitation

www.dandelionfarmjumpers.com
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Letter to our members

President’s Corner
by Elzabeth Lampert, MHJA President

I’m happy to be writing 
my first President’s 
message! I hope that 
you are all enjoying your 
winter wherever your horse 
adventures are taking 
you, whether it be in your 
own indoor, at one of the 
Midwest winter circuits, or 
in the lovely sunshine of 
FL, MS, AZ or CA. It will 
be fun to hear about all the 

excursions as we get back together in the Spring.
The MHJA community suffered a heavy loss on January 

29th, with the sudden passing of Lee Gremillion. Lee was 
a wonderful, helpful, and active member of the BOD for 
the last two years, as well as a vital competitor at our horse 
shows. Our deepest sympathy goes out to Lee’s entire 
family, and we hope that we can carry on with Lee’s visions 
for making our association a stronger and more educated 
community. As we all were processing the passing of Lee, 
we were dealt another shocking passing, and on February 
13th, Barb Ahrens passed away suddenly at her home. 
Barb and her husband Gaylord, owned and operated River 
Bend Stables. Barb was a Mom, a Wife, a proud Grandma, 
a dear and trusted Friend, a Horse Show Secretary, the 
Keeper of Countless Secrets, the faithful leader, and the 
one that helped ease most any worry that we shared with 
her. The outpouring of people that were present for both 
her visitation and memorial service were a testament to the 
friend, role model, and woman that she was. There is no 
doubt that there is going to be a huge hole in our worlds 
without Barb, but we know that she would want us to pick 

ourselves up by our bootstraps, eat another piece of licorice, 
cheer for the Vikings (while “booing” for the Packers!) and 
enjoy all that there is to life. There was no doubt that Barb 
lived every day to its fullest, and her smile and infectious 
laugh will live on in all of us.
We are happy to say that we will be hosting the MHJA 

Spring Horse Show again this year, May 14th to 17th, at 
Carriage House. The BOD has spent a lot of time focusing 
on what we can do to make the horse show better, and we 
look forward to having all our members come out to enjoy 
the revitalized event. Stay tuned for updates on FB, or 
check in with any of your BOD members for details. We 
are also excited about a few other changes to the MHJA 
show calendar, and we hope that you are all checking the 
Website and FB to begin making your schedule to attend 
the MHJA recognized horse shows right here in town, as 
well as IA and WI. There are many changes that are being 
made to your favorite shows including Alpine and the State 
Fair, so keep checking in!
In closing I’d like to thank Tracy Grandstrand for her 

previous years as President of our association. Tracy did 
a great job organizing the transfer of management for 
the MHHS, the restructuring of the MHJA spring show, 
and creating a BOD that really works together for the 
betterment of our association. I’m proud to follow in her 
footsteps, and I hope that I can be as positive a leader for 
our BOD. I continue to encourage all our membership to 
get involved! You all know the cliché “it takes a village”, 
but it really is a true statement. Please volunteer for service 
at your local horse shows, and help us give our Equine 
community the lift that it needs.
Thank you,

Elzabeth Lampert
From the Editors

SPRING IS HERE??
Spring is around the corner which means our MHJA show season 

is about to begin! In this issue we feature local amateur rider Kelsey 
Donahoe who many of us have watched grow up from a pony rider, 
and we catch up with Kelsey Ostberg in  “Where are They Now?”.  I 
had a blast digging through archives of old photos to pull out some 
“goodies” for the “Flashback…Guess Who” section.   Sadly this issue 
pays tribute to two dear friends that we lost early this year, Board 
Member,  Lee Gremillion and Show Secretary / Manager, Barb 
Ahrens.  The shows won’t be the same.  Words cannot express the 
loss we feel and the gratitude we have for all that these two did for 
our community.

Betsy Kieffer
associate editor

Heather Parish
interim editor

BetsyHeather
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The MHJA Newsletter is published by Amp My Brand at 8015 
Corcoran Trail W., Hamel, MN 55340 (763.494.3204), and by Franz 
Reprographics at 2781 Freeway Boulevard, Brooklyn Center, MN 
55430 (763.503.3401). Direct all subscription inquiries to Betsy 
Kieffer at  å763.494.8458 or byllesby@embarqmail.com. 

The MHJA Newsletter welcomes unsolicited editorials and 
graphics (not responsible for their return). Any correspondence 
sent to the MHJA Newsletter or its staff becomes property of the 
MHJA. All submitted editorials and graphics are subject to editing 
for grammar, content, and page length. The MHJA provides its 
contributing writers latitude in expressing advice and solutions; 
views expressed are not necessarily those of the MHJA and by no 
means reflect any guarantees. Always confer with legal counsel before 
implementing changes in procedures. 

© All contents copyrighted by The Minnesota Hunter and 
Jumper Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or 
part is prohibited without expressed written consent from the MHJA.
The MHJA expressly disclaims any liability for the products or 
services sold or otherwise endorsed by advertiser or authors included 
in this newsletter.

Printed in the United States.

Show Rings & Things
Specializing in:
• Vogel custom boots
• Triple Crown products: Cordura sheets and blankets; wool dress sheets 

& coolers; Irish-knit anti-sweat sheets; winter blankets
• Quilted and fleece saddle pads by Wilkers
• California tack trunks
• Personalized tall director chairs
• Monogramming for all your needs

Introducing

PCN

Horse Attire!

Excellent service and very competitive prices!

Kris Parish Pendergast
7110 N. 101st Street  |  White Bear Lake, MN  55110  |  651.426.5930
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tentative 2015 MHJA CALENDAR
MHJA Recognized Shows

Cabin Fever Horse Show   |  April 23-26   |  TBD  |  Simon’s Arena   |  Cannon Falls, MN    

  Patty Humphries 952-442-5321 NEW SHOW!

Mid States Spring   |  April 29- May 3  |  A rated  |  Mason City, IA   |  Patrice Urban purbs1@aol.com

Maffitt Lake Spring Gathering I  |  May 6-10  |  AA rated  |  Cumming, IA   |  Libby Hott 515 306-1140

MHJA Horse Show at Carriage House   |  May 14-17   |  Patty Humphries 952 442-5321 Back on the Schedule!

Mid States Summerfest  |  June 3-7  |  A rated  |  Mason City, IA   |  Patrice Urban purbs1@aol.com

Mid States Summer  |  June 10-14  |  A rated  |  Mason City, IA  |  Patrice Urban purbs1@aol.com

Alpine Farms Preview  |  July 8-12  |  A rated  |  Long Lake, MN  |  Lonnie Underhill 763 473-1361

Alpine Farms Equestrian Fest  |  July 15-19  |  A rated  |  Long Lake, MN  |  Lonnie Underhill 763 473-1361

Two Rivers Summer Fest I  |  Cumming, IA  |  July 29-Aug. 2  |  Libby Hott 515 981-1699

Two Rivers Summer Fest II  |  Cumming, IA  |  Aug. 5-9  |  Libby Hott 515 981-1699

Minnesota State Fair  |  Aug. 26-28  |  A rated  |  St. Paul, MN  |  Patty Humphries 952 442-5321

Otter Creek Classic  |  Sept. 2-6  |  A rated  |  Wheeler, WI   |  Lena Werner 715 658-1602 

Mid States Fall  |  September 9-13  |  A rated   |  Mason City, IA   |  Patrice Urban purbs1@aol.com

Madison County Fall Challenge  |  Cumming, IA  |  September 16-20  |  Libby Hott 515 306-1140

Minnesota Harvest  |  Oct. 6-11  |  A rated  |  MN State Fair Grounds  |  St. Paul, MN  |  Elzabeth Lampert tinyelz@mac.com

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A PRIZE LIST FOR A SHOW, 

PLEASE CONTACT THE PERSON LISTED.

Schooling Shows

Alpine Farm Series  |  Long Lake, MN  |  Jan. 3-4, Feb. 7-8, March 7-8, April 4-5  |  Lonnie Underhill 763 473-1361

Northrun Farm Series  |  1-10, 2-7, 3-7, 4-18, 5-9, 6-20, 7-25, 8-15, 9-26, 10-17, 11-14, 12-12    

  Contact Jacki Danielson 763 972-3820

Show Managers were asked to respond with their planned dates by 
11/16/2014. Note the changes in dates for the Mid States Spring Horse 

Show, the Minnesota State Fair, Otter Creek and the Harvest Show.
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Providing Insurance for the
Equestrian Community

BRIANA JOHNSON
bjohnson@hayscompanies.com

TORY TIMPE
ttimpe@hayscompanies.com

Phone: 952.426.9103    Fax: 952.426.9224
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Kelsey began riding here at River Bend, training with 
Cindy Schmidt, showing Kris Rame’s pony Snowflake, 
then her own short stirrup horse Guinevere.  Training with 
Kim Barone, she started doing jumpers with Moonstruck 
(Mona) and was able to show Gaylord Ahrens’s pony Joanie 
in the Pony Jumpers.  Over the years she moved up to the 
Junior Jumpers and some equitation classes with Quantico 
(Clancy) and Junior Hunters with Socrates (Stretch).   
After high school Kelsey went to the University of Notre 

Dame, majoring in Chemical Engineering and, to maintain 
a connection with horses, riding on the IHSA equestrian 
team.  While initially she found it frustrating, she realized 
what a good experience it was – riding many different 
horses, many who couldn’t do lead changes, not knowing 
which horse you would ride in the shows until just before 
your class, then getting on and jumping a 3’ course with no 
warm up jumps.  Her junior year, she qualified as the Zone 
representative for the Cacchione Cup held at Nationals 
at Harrisburg.  Senior year she also qualified for Zones 
in the Open Over Fences.  Summers were spent back in 
Minnesota horse showing with Clancy; training first with 
Alain Vaillancourt then Heidi Hildebrand and Pat Vogtle.  
The summer after junior year, Kelsey took an internship 
with Cargill in Ohio.  Clancy joined her there; stabling at 
Mindy Darst’s Lochmoor Stables and horse showing in 
Kentucky for the first time.
After graduation Kelsey accepted a job offer with Merck 

outside of Philadelphia where they manufacture vaccines.  
Her six years there included managing people, investigating 
deviations during vaccine production, and, her favorite, 
implementing SAP inventory management software on 
the site: She was part of a team of about a dozen people 
to tailor the program for Merck and their site, networking 
with people worldwide, and training staff in the use of 
SAP.  Her time there was a good experience in how large 
companies function.   After a couple of years of living on 
her own, she decided that she missed having a dog around. 
Next came a cute, rescue puppy whom she named Sadie.
Clancy joined Kelsey a couple of months after she arrived 

in Pennsylvania; locating at Lisa Jacquin’s barn.  Lisa is a 

2 time Olympian (her Olympic horse “For The Moment”  
(Fred) is in the Hall of Fame and won his last Grand Prix 
at 21 years old), and trains mainly jumpers.   While Lisa is 
focused on her current horses, she has shared some stories 
about both Fred and her earlier years.  There would be 
times when Lisa was warming up Fred, in the United States 
or Europe, before a big class, and he would suddenly just 
stop while cantering around, put his head down, and she 
would be on the ground!  He was a difficult horse, but she 
taught him to trust her.  Lisa is very good at working with 
young horses and has much patience with them.  She is 
very centered on what is best for each horse at each stage in 
their career.  In Kelsey’s 7 years of riding with her, Lisa has 
taught her how to ride every horse individually and how 
and when to move a horse up to the next level.  Since riding 
with Lisa, Kelsey has had the opportunity to ride in horse 
shows that she only got to read about back in Minnesota:  

Where are they now?
Kelsey Ostberg
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Lake Placid, Devon, Old Salem, and Wellington to name 
a few.   As Clancy was getting along in years (don’t tell him 
she said that!) and Leo didn’t seem to take to the jumpers, 
a replacement was needed.  While in Wellington Lisa 
found Hidden Creek’s Leroy, a 5 year old, and Kelsey had 
a great year with him.   Next was Rouge Orion, a more 
experienced jumper that Kelsey rode in the 1.30 m. classes.  
After Rouge, Kelsey bought a beautiful, young chestnut 
from Canada that Lisa and Kelsey brought along who 
was later sold as a hunter.  Tucker (Playbook/ Blue Point) 
now spends his winters horse showing in Wellington and 
summering with his new Owner on Long Island.  Kelsey 
then had the opportunity to show Parnas (Hank); a horse 
owned by a friend of hers at the barn.  Hank could be a 
quirky horse but once she figured him out, they got along 
great (thank you to Joanie pony for lessons in not getting 
ahead of your horse!).  Their highlight was winning the 
$10,000 Children/Adult Jumper Classic at Horse Shows by 
the Bay in 2010.  Kelsey competed him at the NAL Adult 
Jumper finals in Harrisburg that year and also qualified him 
for Devon.  
After trying several horses in the Wellington area (at 

various barns such as the Firestone’s and Hyperion) Kelsey 
and Lisa decided that Figo was the best fit.  When she 
first bought Figo, he had just come over from Europe and 
didn’t know much.  Lisa had found a diamond in the rough.  
Figo was skinny with long hair and no muscle.  He was a 
very green 7 year old!  Kelsey and Lisa worked with him to 
develop his shape, gain weight and muscle, and become a 
show horse.  Lisa worked tremendously with him to help 
him learn to focus while in the show ring (not prop and 
wheel at the scoreboard!), and she was very patient with 
him.  It has been a long road for Kelsey to have a horse 
with Figo’s capability.  The first 2 years they were together, 
Figo was quirky, mentally busy, and not always the easiest 
to ride in the show ring.  He was a difficult horse.  The 
jumps were never the issue, but it was his rideability in 
between. With time, Figo matured and became accustomed 
to the different show venues.  Lisa rode him in the 7 and 
8 year old Young Jumper classes while Kelsey rode him in 
the Modified and Amateur Owner Jumpers.  Last summer 
Kelsey rode him in 1.30 and 1.35 m. Amateur Owners in 
Lake Placid, and Lisa rode him in the 1.40 m. Hit and 
Hurry class at Devon – the highest he had jumped to date 
and it was a clear round.  
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In the last year or two, Kelsey was reconsidering her 
work life.  She has always had an interest in becoming a 
professional in the horse world and she began to wonder if 
it was possible.  She said “I don’t want to look back, at age 
35 or so, and wonder … what if?”  She was finding that her 
job was keeping her from riding as much as she wanted to 
and, because of that, she wasn’t riding as well as she could.  
At the same time, and probably due to the poor economy, 
Merck was asking employees if they would be interested 
in voluntarily leaving, for which a very good severance 
package would be provided.  Kelsey took a deep breath and 
indicated that she would.  When nothing happened for 
several months, she thought it was off the table, but then it 
happened.  She was free, independent, and no job.  It was 
time to see what might lie ahead in the horse world – to at 
least give it a try.  She felt that with her college degree and 
work background she could always get another corporate 
position later if this doesn’t work out.   She realized it 
would be an uphill battle; that most people who go into 
the horse professions start right after their junior years 
or perhaps after college; she was 10 years out from her 
junior years with college and corporate work experience.  
She worried that she didn’t fit the standard trainer mold.   
Because of the timing, however, she was able to spend the 
winter of 2014 in Wellington riding nearly every day and 
helping out at Lisa’s barn, learning as much as she could.  
By the end of the WEF season she felt that her riding 
had improved greatly.  Figo was going well, and they were 
having solid, good rounds.  Even though she wasn’t making 
any money, being involved with horses on a daily basis 
made her happier.  She had missed the daily connection 
with her horse; grooming, tacking up, turning out, bathing, 
things she had done as a junior but you can’t do at most 
full service barns.  And, while on the show grounds, she 
talked with lots of vendors and ended up working with 
some of them doing social media advertising:  Facebook,  
Twitter, Instagram posts and occasionally working in the 
booths.  She was able to continue with some of this work 
throughout the year.  In the fall she worked for an equine 
vet until leaving in December for Wellington to get serious 
about finding that job as a working student.  She now has 
Figo on the show grounds and is taking complete care of 
him – feeding, stall cleaning, grooming, doting on which 
sheet to put on at night and making sure he likes his feed 
(why didn’t he eat that hay? And hay costs how much a 
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bale here?).  Her 2 stall space is organized into a stall and 
a half for Figo and a half stall for feed, tack, her muck cart 
and tools.  In mid December she got a working student 
position with Wilhelm Genn; a familiar face to us in the 
Midwest.  He has 20 plus horses and is located in the tent 
next to Kelsey.  She has been riding 5 to 9 horses 5 days 
per week, lunging horses one day per week, and has one 
day left to run errands and catch up on sleep.   She’s not 
complaining at all.  Since arriving, she started showing in 
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1.25 m. classes, shown in the International ring for the 
first time and jumped open water for the first time (for 
both her and Figo).  When she walked the course with the 
open water option Wilhelm asked “What do you think, 
do you want to try the water, or do the oxer?”  Kelsey said 
“I’ve never done water.” Wilhelm said “I’m game if you 
are.  I think you should do the water!”  Kelsey’s response 
was “Okay!”  It turns out that to Figo a jump, is a jump - it 
wasn’t an issue.  Now they’ve done the open water, when it’s 
an option, a couple of times.  Kelsey and Figo have moved 
up; competing at the 1.30-1.35m. level.  
So that’s where Kelsey is now.  Where things go from here 

only time will tell.  She has learned a tremendous amount 
from her 6 years at Merck and from her time with Lisa, 
and, is now learning how yet another trainer operates.  
Always a learning experience.
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2014 Champions
continued from last issue

Sarah Nelson and 
Quetico

Reserve Champion 
- Adult Amateur 49 

and Over
Reserve Champion - 
Low Adult Amateur

 

 

 

       
Feed, Seed &

      P
et Supply
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2015 Rule Changes
from USEF/USHJA

Equitation
• USHJA 3’3” Jumping Seat Medal Rule EQ112.17. This 

is a new medal which kind of replaces the old USET class. 
It is held over a jumper course, with the possibility of open 
water and natural obstacles. Structured much like any 
medal class and the USHJA will be sponsoring a final.
• Judges and Stewards must sign off that the course is up 

to the standard as to height and requirements in all Medal 
Classes.

Hunters
• Rule HU 106.8 There is a new definition of 

Thoroughbred Hunter. Gives a better description of what 
can be used to verify the horse is a Thoroughbred and gives 
specs for the classes.
• Rule HU111.8 Change in the height of Small and Large 

Junior Hunters, and defines the re-measurement process. 
• Rule HU 111.14 New rule that horses entered in the 

Junior Hunter 3’3” may not cross enter into the Children’s 
Hunter at the same show, unless Zone specs permit it, and 
Zone 6 specs do not permit it.
• HU 145 – New rule on how Classics will be divided 

and how many horses must be entered in order to run a 

Classic. Also new rule that a horse may enter only one 
section specific Classic and one Open Classic/ National or 
International Derby per show. This may have an interesting 
effect on M/S and NAL classics.
• HU 189 – Defines the new Pre-Green Hunter Challenge 

Class.
Jumpers
• JU111.3 and 4 Defines what martingales are acceptable 

in which classes and prohibits Juniors from riding with 
draw reins or German martingales on ponies. Sets the 
allowed weight of boots and equipment.
• JU 111.9 NEW ATTIRE STANDARDS FOR 

JUMPERS Sets out the attire required for Formal, Proper 
and Standard Jumper Attire. PLEASE READ! I can only 
think that this will be in the class description and better be 
followed, because elimination appears to be the outcome for 
improper attire.
• JU 116 New course guidelines
• JU149 New starting rules and rules for drawing the order 

of go in bigger classes.

Here are the highlights of the rule changes as published for 2015. 
HOWEVER, since they seem to be a continually changing I would 
urge anyone who has a concern to check on line at the USEF web 

site for the most current release of the2015 Rule Book, or check with 
a steward at a show. I’ve specifically highlighted the ones pertaining 

to Equitation, Hunters and Jumpers.
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Emerging Athletes
Clinic NoticE

Greetings All,
It is my pleasure to announce that Zone 6 has been 

awarded the opportunity to host an Emerging Athlete's 
Program regional clinic in 2015!
The clinic will be held July 13-17, 2015 at the Quail Run 

Horse Centre, Inc. in Omaha, NE and the clinician will be 
ANNE KURSINSKI.  (Note:  This clinic is scheduled for 
a Monday-Friday format to accommodate the clinician's 
schedule)
In 2013, the Zone 6 Jumper committee had several 

discussions regarding educational programs, which included 
the EAP.  Among other things, it was decided that these 
programs are important and vital to the continued growth 
of Zone 6, particularly with regards to providing quality 
equestrian educational opportunities to our younger 
demographic.  We were saddened to learn that in 2014 
Zone 6 was the only zone, in the continental US, that 
did not host a regional clinic.  Part of this was a result of 
our zone lacking in applications to the program.  We felt, 
however, that one reason the applications were low was 
because of the expenses associated with attending a regional 
session a long distance away.  The nearest clinics held to 
us took place in Parker, CO and at Ledges in Roscoe, IL 
(please correct me if I am wrong about the Ledges clinic).  
In either case potential participants were responsible for the 

shipping, lodging, et al. expenses in addition to the entry 
fees for the program.  These facts made it difficult for some 
members of our Zone to want to participate. 
As a result of the Jumper Committee's discussions, a 

letter was sent to the EAP committee and the topic was 
addressed at the 2013 USHJA Annual Meeting (DEC 
2013).  Thankfully, we were awarded the opportunity to 
host a Regional session in 2015. 
Since we took such active steps to get an EAP clinic is 

Zone 6, it is important that we all rally to support the 
program and ensure the clinic's success this year.  Trainers, 
coaches, parents, and equine enthusiasts please inform our 
young athletes of this excellent educational opportunity and 
get those applications in! 
The EAP site has been updated on the USHJA website. 

The Application process for the EAP is now open and the 
info can be found at this link: http://ushja.org/programs/
eap/eap_intro.aspx
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of 

this matter.

Kind Regards,
 
Dan Urban
Zone 6 Jumper Committee Member
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Guess Who?
1

3
4

5

2
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How did you do?
Answers on page 25

6 7

8

9

10
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Scenes From WEF and Ocala
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Sponsor Le�er
Dear MHJA Friend:

The Minnesota Hunter and Jumper Association Horse 
Show is on the schedule again for 2015! And the MHJA 
would love your help and support in its 2015 fund raising 
efforts. The Horse Show will be at Carriage House Farm 
in Hugo, MN May 14-17, 2015. The Minnesota Hunter 
Jumper Association (MHJA) is a 501c3 non-profit 
corporation, so your donation is all or part tax deductable. 

Our Horse Show is a USEF B-Rated competition and 
a fun-filled family event. In addition to great prizes for 
competitors there is a hospitality tent with refreshments 
provided throughout each day. On Friday and Saturday 
there are parties during the show. Please join us.

This year MHJA is pleased to offer the following 
sponsorship levels for your consideration:

 Platinum Level   $500 or more
 Gold Level   $250 - $499
 Silver Level   $100 - $249
 Bronze Level   $50 - $99
 Class sponsorship   $30

Donation of suitable class or championship award or raffle 
prizes such as gift certificates, services or tangible items. 
Please contact Tracy Grandstrand 651-260-6773 or Mary 
Armstrong 651-428-8490 if you have anything like this you 
wish to donate. 

Signage will be provided for all sponsors at the Carriage 
House Farm show grounds, and their names will be 
announced at various times on each day of the show. 

Additionally, all sponsor names will be printed in the 
MHJA newsletter and appear on the web page. Platinum 
Level Sponsors, in addition to the above benefits, will have 
an opportunity to present awards to class winners; have 
their own personalized banner or sign at the horse show; 
receive publicity photos of class winners; and will receive 
one ad in the MHJA newsletter. Sponsorships received 
before March 25, 2011, will appear in the prize list also.

At any level, your contribution will be greatly appreciated 
and will certainly help to ensure the continued success of 
the MHJA and equestrian sports. Please take a moment 
today to make your contribution, and remember that all or 
part of your donation may be tax-deductible.

Please make your check payable to MHJA and send it to: 

MHJA c/o
Lindsay Vail
720 N 4th St., #212
Mpls, MN 55401

Thank you for your sponsorship and we look forward to 
seeing you at the show,

Tracy Grandstrand and Mary Armstrong  
 
Horse Show Co - Chairs  
Tracy 651-260-6773  Mary 651-428-8490 
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Guess Who?
1 3

4 5

2

6

7 8 9

10

Al Bronte Cristina Hayden (Left to right) Anne Steeves, Mia Genereux, Jenna 
Golden, Alison Golden, Maddie Genereux, Alyssa Franz, 
Quinn Leslie, Olivia Genereux  Clinician Linda Allen

Mary Ann Murphy Gretchen Piper, Lisa Cahn, Arlene Wyle, Lanie DeBoer Johnny Salazar

Leslie Borg Sue and Greg Novak Marie Long

Mary Jo Cody

Answers from pages 18 & 19
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In Memory of

Barb Ahrens
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Letter from Patty Humphries
So let me introduce you to my most wonderful friend 

and mentor, Barbara Jean Ahrens. You want to know 
why she talked about her thin, fine hair well it’s because 
we lost the entire horse show computer program on 
check out day in Tucson, AZ. We had to lock the doors 
to keep the customers out (while they were banging on 
it) and attempt to recreate financials. No amount of hair 
products would fix that disaster. We lived to see another 
fun day of Barb being attacked by bed bugs. I said “Go to 
the clinic right down the road and I can hold down the 
office.” Barb, being directionally challenged (her words), 
found an urgent care and then a pharmacy and was 
back to the office in 6 hours cause ya know Tucson had 
too many clinics filled with sick people wearing masks 
and Barb wasn’t going there! We then had to find a 
Laundromat to wash all of her clothes and she said “Oh, 

Patty I just can’t do this.” “Do you think you can put this 
cream on me”?  I said “Together we’ll get it done, no 
problem, there’s a drive thru Starbucks.”  Then of course 
there was the memorial episode of Pam Keeler Barb, the 
bead lady, and I in the back of the trailer at the MHJA 
Horse Show.  Barb looks out the window and says “Now 
there’s a belly for ya” and the bead lady says “That’s my 
husband.” Barb goes into a back track of how she has a 
belly as do we all and the back pedaling gets so funny 
that Pam looks like she’s having a seizure. We relived 
these events and many others during dinners and quiet 
times. As a side kick, I watched hundreds of exhibitors 
grow up with Barb’s love and caring. I was privy to daily 
up dates of her families’ accomplishments and love.  One 
of my favorites, “Patty, I’ve just got to call Gaylord”, 
and then there would be a most wonderful conversation 
between them. 
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Letter from Beth & Elzabeth
How does one say Fairwell? Between the three of us, we 

have shared over 47 years of magical moments. As friends 
we could laugh, bitch, moan and cry. As professionals we 
could be constructive, thoughtful and effective. We raised 
kids and grandkids together, and loved hearing every story 
and sharing every photo. Barb was always available with a 
listening ear, and was definitely an irreplaceable friend. So 
many places and times will never be the same without Barb, 
but the memories will forever be imbedded in our heads and 
hearts. RIP sweet friend! We will always remember!
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Le�er from Zoe Lampert
I never thought I would need to write this! This is heart 

breaking news!! Barb was one of my favorite parts of going to 
the horse shows! One of my favorite memories with Barb aka 
Barbie:) is in Mason City when Barbie was in the office and 
I was showing. Barb walked out of the office to come see me 
show and I was doing the shortest short stirrup She walked 
to the end of the ring and smiled at me something fierce 
and my face light up like it was christmas morning!!!!!!!! All 
I can do is think this can not be happening:) Barbie you 
will always have a place in my heart!!!!!!!!! All I can say is 
THANK YOU BARBIE!!!!!!!!
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Kelsey Donahoe
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I can honestly say I have ridden most of my life.  After 
being adopted at the age of one month by my family, the 
first thing I did was sit on a horse.  I have my mom (Anne) 
to thank for that.  I am not sure what I would do without 
my horses; they are a huge part of my life.
My first lead-line was a week after I came home.  Shortly 

after that, I received my first pony name Dixie Cup.  My 
mom (Anne) had bought her at an auction as a foal, but 
by the time Dixie was old enough to ride, my mom was 
too big so Dixie became Janie's pony.  By the time I came 

around, Dixie was retired from teaching lots of kids to ride 
and show, and became my pony.  She was my best friend 
until I was three.  We were living with my grandma while 
we built our new house, and there had been an ice storm.  
Dixie was 24 years old and had fallen on the ice.  She broke 
her leg and had to be put to sleep.  When my dad told 
me, I couldn’t stop crying.  Even though it was below zero 
outside and the middle of the night, I made him take me 
out to her so that we could cover her with a blanket to keep 
her warm.

“How It All Began”
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After Dixie passed away, I was so sad but my mom and 
dad knew I could not and would not give up riding.  So, to 
my surprise, on my third Valentine’s Day they took me to 
Alpine and told me to walk down the aisle because there 
was a surprise for me.  Me being three I had no idea what I 
was looking for until I saw a stall with a HUGE pink bow 
on it.  My parents had bought me a pony named Peaches!  
The only thing I didn’t like about her was her name. That 
night my dad read me my favorite book, Madeline.  So 
that is how my pony Peaches got her new name Madeline.  
After a couple of years Madeline started having breathing 
issues, so we donated her to Camp Courage where she 
could live outside and not have to work hard.  
By this time I was five years old, and my mom thought I 

should get a “real” show pony.  My mom and I went and 
tried ponies in St. Louis, and that is when I found my pony 
Reggae.  Reggae was very “green” at the time, but with a 
lot of hard work and help from my mom (Anne) and Aunt 
Jane, we were showing.  Reggae taught me so much, and I 
showed him for five years.  We did shortest stirrup all the 
way to the medium ponies.  Our last show was Pony Finals 
(1999).  That is an experience I will never forget!  Reggae 

went on to teach many other kids to ride, and retired at 
our house when he was sixteen.  Unfortunately, three years 
ago he passed away.  He was an amazing pony that I will 
always remember.  When I was thirteen, I got a large pony 
named Maggie.  I only had her for a year, but she was 
another amazing pony.  I then sold her and received my 
very first horse named Rudy (Matinee).  We actually sold 
Maggie and bought Rudy on the same day, and we are still 
explaining to my dad that it doesn’t always work that way.  
Rudy (Matinee) was a horse of a lifetime.   I showed 

him in everything, 12-14 equitation, children hunters, 
medal classes, 15-17 equitation, and he was my first junior 
hunter.  That horse would do anything for me, but most 
of all he taught me how to really ride.  We even qualified 
for Harrisburg one year.  I could not have asked for a 
better first horse.  After a long show record with me, I 
semi-retired him at my house, but he insisted on still being 
ridden every day.   Unfortunately, Rudy (Matinee) had 
a freak accident five years ago and shattered his leg so I 
had to say goodbye.  To this day I still think of him and 
everything he taught me.  I would not be half the rider I 
am now if it weren't for him.  
After Rudy’s accident I did not know if I would want to 

ride again, but with support and encouragement from my 
mom I did not quit.  At the time her horse Armani was no 
longer the right match for her, so I started taking lessons 
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Arbor Hill Farm, Inc
8131 140th St N, Lake Elmo, MN 55042

612-282-5530
www.arborhillfarm.com
Hunter/Jumper Trainer:

Elzabeth Lampert 
Dressage Trainers:

Natalie Hinneman and Helena Espinosa

Arbor Hill Farm provides excellent training in hunters, 
jumpers, equitation and dressage.
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on him.  My mom gave him to me on Easter, and the next 
thing I knew he was my Amateur Owner horse.  He was 
a freak in both good and bad ways, but we were successful 
together.  I showed him until he was sixteen, and he is now 
retired at our farm.  

Before I retired Armani, I started looking for horses and 
I had my heart set on getting a horse that was already 
showing.  I did not want a young horse!  I went to Florida 
to try horses, and before you knew it I found a young 
horse that had only been ridden for thirty days.  Colby 
(Ausone) is the horse I brought home as a coming four 
year old.  He was young and “green”, but I could see the 
potential he had with my Aunt Jane's help.  It took a lot 
of time and hard work, but I could not be happier that 
he was my choice.  He just turned eight, and is my 3’6” 
amateur owner hunter.  We have come so far, and he is the 
horse of my dreams.  I cannot wait to see what our future 
holds.  In 2014, I purchased my first Grand Prix jumper, 
Reminton K.  Heidi Hildebrand helped me find this lovely 
horse, and I cannot wait to see where we take each other.  
I have already learned so much on him with the help of 
Heidi and Pat.  I am working my way up with him to do 
the Prix's, and am hoping to do a few this summer.  I could 
not be more excited and happy to have these two horses.  
I am so thankful and appreciative for the support and 
encouragement of my parents and friends.  

Advertise in the 
MJHA Newsletter 

or Website!

• Show your support for your trainer.
• Congratulate your client on a new horse.
• Welcome new students.
• Sell equipment.
• Market your horse with video ads.
• List your farm.

To find out more about reaching MHJA 
members through our quarterly Newsletter or 
website advertising, please contact Nicole 
Salazar.

612.382.6454
nicolerenee02@yahoo.com
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NOMINATION DIVISIONS FOR 2015 YEAR END AWARDS 
 
OPPORTUNITY CLASSES 
  1. Shortest Stirrup Equitation/Hunter,  
   
 
 EQUITATION DIVISION 
 1. Short Stirrup Equitation 
 2. Open Equitation on the flat, 11 and under 
 3. Open Equitation over fences, 11 and under 
 4. Open Equitation on the flat, 12 thru 14 
 5. Open Equitation over fences, 12 thru 14 
 6. Open Equitation on the flat, 15 thru 17 
 7. Open Equitation over fences, 15 thru 17 
 8. Adult Amateur Equitation, 18 - 35, flat and over fences  
 9. Adult Amateur Equitation, 36 and Over, flat and over fences  
 10.  Long Stirrup Equitation, 17 and Under, flat and over fences 
 11. Long Stirrup Equitation, 18 and Over, flat and over fences   
 12. MHJA Medal 
 13. MHJA Mini-Medal 
   
 HUNTER DIVISION 
 1. 1st Year Green Working Hunter  
 2.  2nd Year Green Working Hunter  
 3. High Performance Working Hunter  
  4.  Performance Working Hunter 3’3”  
  5. Performance Working Hunter 3’6” 
  6. Small Hunter  
 7.Thoroughbred Hunter 
  8.  3’6” Amateur Owner Working Hunter 35 and under  
 9. 3’6” Amateur Owner Working Hunter 35 and over  
 10. 3’3” Amateur Owner Working Hunter  
 11.  Small Junior Working Hunter  
 12. Large Junior Working Hunter  
  13. Junior Hunter 3’3” 
. 14. Small Pony Working Hunter  
 15. Medium Pony Working Hunter  
 16. Large Pony Working Hunter  
  17. Children's Working Hunter Horse 13 and under  
 18. Children’s Working Hunter Horse 14 -17  
  19. Children’s Working Hunter Pony   
  20. Adult Amateur Working Hunter 35 and under  
 21. Adult Amateur Working Hunter 36 - 49  
 22. Adult Amateur Working Hunter 50 and over  
 23. Pre-Green Working Hunter low  
 24. Pre-Green Working Hunter high  
  25. Best Young Horse 
  26. Long Stirrup Working Hunter 17 and under  
 27. Long Stirrup Working Hunter 18 and over  
 28. Short Stirrup Working Hunter 
 29. Limit Children’s Working Hunter  
 30. Limit Adult Working Hunter  
 31. Low Amateur Working Hunter 
  32. Rusty Stirrup Working Hunter. 
 33. Baby Green Hunter 
 34. MHJA Hunter Challenge 
   
   
   
   
   
  
   

   
   
 
 
 

 
JUMPER DIVISION 
 1. .90- .99m Jumper  
 2. 1.0- 1.04m Jumper  
 3. 1.05m and 1.10m Jumper 
 4. 1.15m Jumper  
 5. 1.20m and 1.25m Jumper  
 6. 1.30m and above Jumper  
 7.   Pony Jumper - USEF specs 
 8.  Modified Children’s/Adult Amateur Jumper - .85m-.95m 
 9.  Low Children's Jumper - 1.0m - USEF specs 
 10. High Children's Jumper - 1.05m-1.15m - USEF specs 
 11. Low Adult Amateur Jumper - 1.0m - USEF specs 
 12. High Adult Amateur Jumper - 1.05m-1.15m - USEF specs 
 13. Junior Jumper - USEF specs 
 14. Amateur Owner Jumper – USEF specs  
15. Thoroughbred Jumper              



36.    MHJA Newsletter  |  March 2015

  
FOR HORSE SHOW PURPOSES, THE AGE OF AN INDIVIDUAL ON DECEMBER 1ST WILL BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT 
THE CURRENT COMPETITION YEAR (DECEMBER 1ST TO NOVEMBER 30th). A PERSON BORN ON DECEMBER 1ST WILL 
ASSUME THE GREATER AGE ON THAT DATE. AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS REACHED HIS/HER 18TH BIRTHDAY AS OF 
DECEMBER 1ST OF THE CURRENT COMPETITION YEAR IS AN ADULT.  
 
 

2015 MHJA CLASS SPECIFICATIONS 
 

 

HUNT SEAT EQUITATION DIVISION  
 

ALL CLASSES JUDGED ON HANDS, SEAT, GUIDANCE AND CONTROL OF THE HORSE. FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS, 
PLEASE CHECK THE EQUITATION SECTION OF THE CURRENT USEF RULE BOOK. 
 

1.  OPEN EQUITATION 11 AND UNDER (FLAT).  Open to riders who have not reached their 12th birthday.   
 

2.  OPEN EQUITATION 11 AND UNDER (OVER FENCES). Open to riders who have not reached their 12th birthday . Fences not 
to exceed 2'6". Combinations are prohibited. See USEF Rule EQ for course requirements and tests. 
 

3.  OPEN EQUITATION 12-14 (FLAT).  Open to riders who have reached their 12th but not their 15th birthday. 
  

4.  OPEN EQUITATION 12-14 (OVER FENCES). Open to riders who have reached their 12th but not their 15th birthday.  Fences 
not to exceed 3'.  See USEF Rule EQ for course requirements and Tests. 
 

5.  OPEN EQUITATION 15-17 (FLAT).  Open to riders who have reached their 15th but not their 18th birthday.   
 

6.  OPEN EQUITATION 15-17(OVER FENCES).  Open to riders who have reached their 15th but not their 18th birthday.  Fences 
not to exceed 3'6". See USEF Rule EQ for course requirements and Tests. 
 

7.  ADULT EQUITATION 18 - 35 (FLAT AND OVER FENCES).  Open to amateur riders who have reached their 18th but not their 
36th birthday. Fences not to exceed 3'3".  See USEF Rule EQ for course requirements and Tests. 
 

8.  ADULT EQUITATION 36 AND OVER (FLAT AND OVER FENCES).  Open to amateur riders who have reached their 36th 
birthday. Fences not to exceed 3'3". See USEF Rule EQ for course requirements and Tests. 
 

9.  LONG STIRRUP EQUITATION, 17 AND UNDER (FLAT AND OVER FENCES).  Open to junior riders who have not won three 
first place ribbons at any USEF/CEF recognized show over fences which exceeded 2'9" in height in the past three years, including 
equitation. No rider cross entry at the same show between this division and Short Stirrup Hunter/ Equitation, or any class where the 
height of fences exceeds 2’9”. A rider who is eligible as of December 1, shall retain his/her eligibility throughout the year regardless 
of ribbons won.  Fences not to exceed 2'6".  Combinations prohibited. Open to horses or ponies, distances will not be adjusted. 
Shows offering a Long Stirrup Hunter division are requested to hold at least one Long Stirrup Equitation class. 
 

10.  LONG STIRRUP EQUITATION 18 AND OVER (FLAT AND OVER FENCES).  Open to amateur riders who have reached their 
18th birthday, and who have not won three first place ribbons at any USEF/CEF recognized show over fences which exceeded 2'9" 
in height in the past three years, including equitation. No rider cross entry at the same show between this division and any class 
where the height of fences exceeds 2'9". A rider who is eligible as of December 1 shall retain his/her eligibility throughout the year 
regardless of ribbons won.  Fences not to exceed 2'6".  Combinations prohibited. Open to horses or ponies, distances will not be 
adjusted. Shows offering a Long Stirrup Hunter division are requested to hold at least one Long Stirrup Equitation class. 
 

11.  SHORT STIRRUP EQUITATION.  Open to junior riders who have not reached their 12th birthday and have not won six first 
place ribbons over fences 2'6" or higher. A rider who is eligible as of December 1 shall retain his/her eligibility throughout the year 
regardless of ribbons won. No rider may cross enter at the same show between Short Stirrup Hunter/ Equitation and Long Stirrup 
Hunter/ Equitation, or between Short Stirrup Hunter/Equitation and any class requiring entries to jump 3 feet or higher. 0pen to 
horses and ponies; manners emphasized and extreme speed penalized. Fences not to exceed 2'3", oxers and combinations 
prohibited.  In flat classes no more than 8 entries may canter at one time and hand gallop is prohibited. Shows offering a Short 
Stirrup Hunter division are requested to hold at least one Short Stirrup Equitation class. 
 

12.  MHJA HUNT SEAT MEDAL CLASS.  Open to junior and amateur riders who are current members of the MHJA.  Application for 
membership must be made directly to the MHJA.  To be shown over a course of not less than 8 obstacles not exceeding 3' in height 
which must include one combination, one change of direction, and one long approach to a fence. Two or more tests of the top four 
riders are required, USEF Tests 1-14.  Only one rider per horse. Amateur riders in this class may cross enter into classes where 
fences are 3'6" or higher. Junior riders in this class may not cross enter, at the same show, into classes where fences are 3'6" or 
higher unless they are in their first year of showing over fences 3'6" or higher; except for the Medal Final class, where they may 
cross enter if otherwise qualified. First through fourth place winners shall be eligible to compete in the MHJA Hunt Seat Medal Final.  
The final for this class may be held at a horse show to be announced at the beginning of the year. The Final shall consist of a 
course of not less than 8 obstacles not exceeding 3' in height which must include one combination, one change of direction, and one 
long approach to a fence. All exhibitors shall return for a flat phase. Following the flat phase, two or more tests of the top four riders 
are required, USEF Tests 1-14.  The winner of the final will receive a perpetual trophy. Qualifying for the Medal shall start with the 
first MHJA Medal class held after the Medal Finals of the previous year and end at the last show prior to the finals of the current 
year.  In the event no final class is held, the perpetual trophy shall be awarded to the rider who has accumulated the most points in 
the MHJA Hunt Seat Medal class throughout the year. 
 

13.  MHJA MINI-MEDAL. Open to junior and amateur riders who are current members of the MHJA. Application for membership 
must be made directly to the MHJA. Cross entry at the same show into any class where the height of fences exceeds 2’9” is 
prohibited. To be shown over a course of at least 8 fences 2’6” in height. Two tests (USEF Tests 1-8) are required in the first round. 
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If there are 8 or more entries at the beginning of the class, two or more tests of the top four riders are required, USEF Tests 1-8.
Only one rider per horse.  A final for this class may be held at a horse show designated by the MHJA Board of Directors. Riders who 
win a first, second, third or fourth place in the Mini-Medal will be eligible for the finals. The final will consist of a first round of at least 
8 fences 2’6” in height. The top four riders will return to be tested at the judge’s discretion from tests 1-8. Exhibitors who qualify in 
both the Mini-Medal and the MHJA Medal may ride in only one final. Qualifying for the Mini-Medal shall start with the first MHJA 
Mini-Medal class held after the Mini-Medal Finals of the previous year and end at the last show prior to the finals of the current year. 
If no final class is held, the year-end award for the medal will be awarded on points accumulated during the show year.

HUNTER DIVISION
For divisions 1-24, check the current USEF Rule Book for complete USEF specifications and on-line at USHJA.org for Zone 6 
specifications.

1. FIRST YEAR GREEN WORKING HUNTER. USEF Rule HU Fences 3’6”.

2. SECOND YEAR GREEN WORKING HUNTER. USEF Rule HU Fences 3'9". 

3. HIGH PERFORMANCE WORKING HUNTER. See USEF Rule HU. 

4. PERFORMANCE WORKING HUNTER 3’3” USEF Rule HU.

5. PERFORMANCE WORKING HUNTER 3’6” USEF Rule HU.
6. SMALL HUNTER USEF Rule HU Fences 3’.

7. AMATEUR OWNER WORKING HUNTER- RIDERS 18 - 35 YEARS OF AGE. Fences 3’6”.

8. AMATEUR OWNER WORKING HUNTER- RIDERS 36 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER. Fences 3’6”.

9. AMATEUR OWNER WORKING HUNTER 3’3” Fences 3’3”.  USEF rules allow the high amateur-owner, low amateur-owner and 
junior hunter 3’6” and junior hunter 3’3” to be combined if necessary. See USEF Rule HU.

10. SMALL JUNIOR WORKING HUNTER - UNDER 16 HANDS. USEF Rule HU Fences 3’6”.

11. LARGE JUNIOR WORKING HUNTER- 16 HANDS AND OVER. USEF Rule HU Fences 3’6”.
12. JUNIOR HUNTER 3’3” USEF Rule HU Fences 3’3”

13. SMALL PONY WORKING HUNTER USEF Rule HU Small ponies not to exceed 12.2 hands. Fences 2’3”.

14. MEDIUM PONY WORKING HUNTER. USEF Rule HU Medium ponies over 12.2 but not exceeding 13.2. hands. Fences 2’6”.

15. LARGE PONY WORKING HUNTER. USEF Rule HU Large ponies over 13.2 but not exceeding 14.2 hands. Fences 2’9” to3’.

16. CHILDREN'S WORKING HUNTER HORSE. 13 and Under USEF Rule HU. Zone 6 specs
17. CHILDREN'S WORKING HUNTER HORSE. 14 -17 USEF Rule HU Zone 6 specs
Open to horses that are to be ridden by Junior exhibitors. To be judged on performance and soundness with emphasis on manners.  
Extreme speed to be penalized. Fence heights shall not exceed 3’, spreads not to exceed the height of the fence.  Horses not 
required to jog for soundness. Horse/rider combinations entered in this division may not cross enter into the Junior Hunter Division 
at the same show, unless it is the rider's first year of showing in the Junior Division. Riders entered in the Children's Hunter may not 
cross enter, at the same show, in classes where the jumps exceed 3'6". If entries warrant, it is recommended that this division be 
split by age into two sections: 13 and under and 14 - 17. Zone 6 specs.

18.  CHILDREN’S WORKING HUNTER PONY. Open to ponies shown by a junior rider. Riders may not cross enter into USEF 
rated classes at the same show where the height of fences exceeds 3’3”. Riders may cross enter into Pony Jumpers regardless of
fence heights. To be judged on performance, soundness, manners, way of going, size of rider to mount and suitability as a 
Children’s Hunter Pony. To be offered at two fence heights: 2’ for small and medium ponies and 2' 6" for large ponies. Ponies need
not be jogged. Zone Award presented annually as one section. Zone 6 specs

19. ADULT AMATEUR WORKING HUNTER 18 – 35: Zone 6 specs
20. ADULT AMATEUR WORKING HUNTER 36 – 49: Zone 6 specs

21. ADULT AMATEUR WORKING HUNTER 50 AND OVER. Open to horses and ponies ridden by amateurs who are no longer 
eligible to compete as a Junior exhibitor. Horses entered in this section may compete in the Amateur Owner Hunter section at the 
same show if ridden by an immediate family member of the adult amateur rider. Horses in the Adult Amateur section may also 
compete in the Junior Hunter section at the same show. Riders in the Adult Amateur section may ride a different horse in the 
Amateur Owner section, and may ride in any section for which they are eligible at the same show. To be judged on performance,
soundness and suitability.  Fence heights not to exceed 3', spreads must not exceed the fence height. Entries not to jog for 
soundness. To be offered in three age groups –18-35, 36-49 and 50 and over. Zone Awards will be offered in all three age groups. If
there are less than three entries in an age group, it is to be combined with the other age group that has the least number of entries. 
Zone 6 specs apply. 

22. LOW PRE-GREEN WORKING HUNTER; USEF Rule HU Fences 3’
23. HIGH PRE-GREEN WORKING HUNTER. See USEF Rule HU Fences 3’3”
24. BEST YOUNG HORSE – USEF HU186 Open to horses competing in the yearling, two year old and three year old Hunter 
Breeding Classes. Horses will earn points from these three age groups. Placings won in Best Young Horse Championship and Best
Young Horse Reserve Championship at horse shows not to count for the year end award.
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26.  LONG STIRRUP WORKING HUNTER 17 AND UNDER, HORSES OR PONIES. Open to junior riders who have not won three 
first place ribbons at any USEF/EC recognized show over fences which exceeded 2'9" in height in the past three years, including 
equitation. No rider cross entry at the same show between this division and Short Stirrup Hunter/ Equitation, or any class where the 
height of fences exceeds 2’9”. A rider who is eligible as of December 1 shall retain his/her eligibility throughout the year regardless 
of ribbons won.  Fences not to exceed 2'6".  Combinations prohibited. Open to horses or ponies, manners emphasized, extreme 
speed penalized. Hand gallop is prohibited in under saddle classes. Shows offering a Long Stirrup Hunter division are requested to 
offer at least one Long Stirrup Equitation class.  
 

27   LONG STIRRUP WORKING HUNTER 18 AND OVER, HORSES OR PONIES. Open to amateur riders who have reached their 
18th birthday and who have not won three first place ribbons at any USEF/EC recognized show over fences which exceeded 2'9" in 
height in the past three years, including equitation. No rider cross entry at the same show between this division and any class where 
the height of fences exceeds 2'9". A rider, who is eligible as of December 1, shall retain his/her eligibility throughout the year 
regardless of ribbons won.  Fences not to exceed 2'6".  Combinations prohibited. Open to horses or ponies, manners emphasized, 
extreme speed penalized. Hand gallop is prohibited in under saddle classes. Shows offering a Long Stirrup Hunter division are 
requested to offer at least one Long Stirrup Equitation class.  
 

28.  SHORT STIRRUP WORKING HUNTER, HORSES OR PONIES. Open to junior riders who have not reached their 12th birthday 
and have not won six first place ribbons over fences 2'6" or higher. A rider who is eligible as of December 1 shall retain his/her 
eligibility throughout the year regardless of ribbons won. No rider may cross enter at the same show between Short Stirrup Hunter/ 
Equitation and Long Stirrup Hunter/ Equitation, or between Short Stirrup Hunter/Equitation and any class requiring entries to jump 3 
feet or higher. 0pen to horses or ponies; manners emphasized and extreme speed penalized. Fences not to exceed 2'3", oxers and 
combinations prohibited.  In under saddle classes no more than 8 entries may canter at one time and hand gallop is prohibited. 
Shows offering a Short Stirrup Hunter Division are requested to offer at least one Short Stirrup Equitation class. 
 

29.  LIMIT CHILDREN’S WORKING HUNTER. Open to horses and ponies ridden by junior riders who have not won more than six 
first place ribbons over fences 3’ or higher at any USEF/EC recognized competition, including equitation.  First place ribbons won in 
USEF Pony Hunter sections not to count.  A rider who is eligible as of December 1 shall retain his/her eligibility throughout the entire 
show year regardless of ribbons won.  To be judged on performance and soundness, with emphasis on manners.  Not to jog for 
ribbons.  Fences not to exceed 2’9”. 
 

30.  LIMIT ADULT WORKING HUNTER. Open to riders no longer eligible to compete as a junior exhibitor. Amateur certification 
required. Open to riders who have not won six first place ribbons over fences 3' or higher at any USEF/EC recognized competition, 
including equitation, in the last six years.  A rider who is eligible as of December 1 shall retain his/her eligibility throughout the entire 
show year regardless of ribbons won. Horse/ rider combinations entered in Limit Adult may not cross enter into Low Amateur Hunter 
classes, or any class where the height of fences exceeds 3'. Riders may, however, enter the Low Amateur Hunter on a different 
mount.  To be judged on performance and soundness, with emphasis on manners.  Not to jog for ribbons. Height of fences 2'9".   
 

If there are less than four entries in either the Limit Adult Hunter section or the Limit Children’s Hunter section, they may be 
combined.  If there are four or more entries in both sections they must be held separately. 
 
 

31.  LOW AMATEUR WORKING HUNTER. Open to amateur riders no longer eligible to compete as a junior exhibitor. Amateur 
certification required. Horse/rider combinations entered in Low Amateur may not cross enter into Limit Adult, and into classes where 
the height of fences exceeds 3'6". Riders may, if otherwise qualified, enter the Limit Adult on a different mount. Riders may also 
enter classes where the height of fences exceeds 3”6” on another mount. To be judged on performance and soundness, emphasis 
on manners. Height of fences 2'9" to 3". Entries not to jog for ribbons. If there are 30 or more entries at the start of the first class of 
the division, management must split the division and award two sets of ribbons and two championships. 
 

32.  RUSTY STIRRUP WORKING HUNTER, sponsored by St. Croix Saddlery, Inc. Open to amateur riders who have reached their 
30th birthday. Amateur certification required. No rider cross entry at the same show between this division and any class where the 
height of fences exceeds 2'6".  Fences not to exceed 2’3".  Combinations and oxers prohibited. No hand gallop in under saddle 
classes. Open to horses or ponies, manners emphasized, extreme speed penalized. No jog. 
 

33. BABY GREEN WORKING HUNTER. Open to horses in their first two years of showing. Horses entered in this section may not 
cross enter into classes where the height of fences exceeds 3’. Fences 2’6”. No combinations, no hand gallop, no jog. 
 

34. MHJA HUNTER CHALLENGE. The MHJA will award high point awards through sixth place based on results in MHJA Hunter 
Challenge events if 3 or more competitions host qualified hunter challenges.  Points earned at any Hunter Challenge sponsored by 
Zone 6 at an MHJA affiliated show will also count toward the MHJA Hunter Challenge year-end awards.  USHJA International 
Hunter Derby competitions will not count toward the MHJA year-end awards.  Points earned in USHJA National Hunter Derby 
classes held at an MHJA affiliated show will count toward the MHJA Hunter Challenge year-end awards.  Hunter classics conducted 
under USEF rules which meet the requirements set forth in this policy will count towards the MHJA Hunter Challenge year-end 
awards.  Year-end awards are subject to MHJA rules: the owner of the horse must be a member of the MHJA, the horse must have 
been shown at three or more MHJA affiliated shows in the same season, and at least 3 competitions must offer a qualified hunter 
challenge.   
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JUMPER DIVISION: All divisions except pony jumpers are open to horses and ponies and are to be conducted and scored in 
accordance with USEF and Zone 6 Rules and Regulations. 

1. .90m -.99m JUMPER

2. 1.0m – 1.04mJUMPER

3. 1.05m and 1.10m JUMPER

4. 1.15m JUMPER

5. 1.20m and 1.25m JUMPER

6. 1.30m and above JUMPER - All classes for 1.30m and above jumpers.

7. PONY JUMPER. USEF rules apply, including cross-entry restrictions. 

8. MODIFIED CHILDREN’S/ADULT AMATEUR JUMPER Open to junior and amateur riders. Fence height .85m (2'9”) to .95m 
(3’1”).

9. LOW CHILDREN’S JUMPER Open to junior riders. See Zone 6 specifications. 1.0m
10.LOW ADULT AMATEUR JUMPER.  Open to amateur riders, USEF Amateur certification required. See Zone 6 
specifications.1.0m
11. HIGH CHILDREN’S JUMPER. Open to junior riders. See Zone 6 specifications.1.05-1.15m
12. HIGH ADULT AMATEUR JUMPER. Open to amateur riders, USEF Amateur certification required. See Zone 6 
specifications.1.05-1.15m
13. JUNIOR JUMPER. Open to junior riders. Must be conducted and scored in accordance with USEF Rules and Regulations.

14.  AMATEUR OWNER JUMPER. Open to Amateur riders, USEF Amateur Certification required. See USEF Rule JP. Must be 
conducted and scored in accordance with USEF Rules and Regulations.

OPPORTUNITY CLASSES
To be eligible for a year-end award from the MHJA, you will need to join the MHJA as a competition member.

Opportunity classes were developed by the USEF as a place to introduce people to the horse show world without the expensive 
membership fees.   To be eligible for a year-end award from the MHJA, you will need to join the MHJA as a competition 
member to be eligible for points in sections judged on the rider (equitation classes.). For points to count in the hunter  
classes, the OWNER of the horse must be a Competition member of the MHJA. Entries in Opportunity classes are not 
required to have USEF/USHJA membership or pay non-member fees; and their mount is not required to be registered with USHJA 
or be recorded with USEF to participate. Entries are required to pay all other fees. If riders or horses enter any other classes at a 
show, except other Opportunity classes, they ARE required to have all necessary memberships and requirements. Here are the 
rules/requirements for Opportunity classes:

• Riders in Opportunity classes may not show in any USEF rated classes at that horse show. Riders may cross enter into 
unrated classes for which you are eligible provided the height of fences does not exceed 2’6”, but rider then has to be a 
USEF/USHJA member or pay the non-membership fees; and pay the drug and zone fees. 

• If the rider has EVER shown in a USEF rated Hunter, Jumper or Hunt Seat Equitation class they are ineligible to show in 
Opportunity classes. If they have a question about this, please check with the show secretary.

• You have to show in at least three MHJA approved shows to be eligible for a year-end award.

• For the Opportunity classes, attire may consist of proper hunter/jumper show attire or the following: breeches with 
paddock boots and half chaps; jodhpurs with paddock boots; or breeches and boots. Jumpers may wear a polo shirt or 
other shirt with sleeves and a collar. Hunter/Equitation riders may wear a shirt with tie or a show shirt with a choker. 
Depending on the weather, they may wear a close fitting sweater, jacket or vest.  All riders must wear SEI/ASTM
approved head gear.

• Any USEF rules regarding walk-trot classes shall automatically become part of the Opportunity specifications.
Equitation classes are judged on control of mount, appropriate pace, steering and effective position of rider. 
Hunter classes judged on performance, manners of mount, and suitability at this level of competition.

1. SHORTEST STIRRUP EQUITATION/HUNTER OPPORTUNITY, SPONSORED BY ST. CROIX SADDLERY. Open to junior 
riders who have not reached their 11th birthday. Riders in this division may not cross enter into any other section or class at the 
same horse show, except classes on the flat and under saddle for which they are otherwise eligible. Classes may consist of
unmounted showmanship, walk/trot, walk/trot/canter and cross rails. Cross rail courses shall be 6 to 8 “fences” twice around the ring 
on the rail, with no diagonal lines. Trotting not to be penalized in cross rail classes. In flat/under saddle classes, no more than 6 
entries to canter at one time.  Manners emphasized and extreme speed to be penalized. ALL Shortest Stirrup Classes - Equitation 
and Hunter- shall be counted equally for one year-end award. If a rider has more than one entry in a Shortest Stirrup Hunter class, 
only the top placing entry will be counted.
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Rollingwood’s Rock Back N Cruze

Cruiser~
You left your mark on our hearts and we will cherish the memories forever. 

Thank you for being the perfect pony to carry Zoe all the way to Pony Finals...TWICE! 

You had a heart of gold, the mouth of a shark, and the personality of a champion. 

There will never be another pony like you! Thanks for all the smiles!

Love ~ Zoe, Scott, Elzabeth and Ivy
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Date April 11, 2015

Time 11 am - 2 pm

Location 

Eisenhower Community Center 

1001 Hwy. 7

Hopkins, MN

On-Site Drop Off 

Friday, April 10 from 5-9 pm; 

Saturday, April 11 from 7:30-10 am

 

Eisenhower
Community

Center
169

Hwy 7

494
H

Items Accepted Saddles, bridles, fittings, blankets, halters, grooming supplies, 
books, riding apparel, etc. Any & all horse related items!
Lots of Stuff to Sell? Call or email Heather Salden at 612.360.0848 or 
sly_h_s@yahoo.com and have tags mailed to you ahead of time. Drop your stuff 
off already tagged! Small quantities of tags available at St. Croix Saddlery & 
Stone Ridge Equestrian for pickup.
Donations? Contact Heather Salden at 612.360.0848 or sly_h_s@yahoo.com 
with your donation information.
Consignment Cost $5.00; 15% commission on all items sold; unsold items & 
checks available after sale at 4 pm; items must be picked up before 5, or they 
become the property of CSDEA.
Dealers Welcome Contact Heather Salden before the day of the sale at 
612.360.0848.
Volunteers Please email Lindsey Maros at: lindseymaros@yahoo.com or 
612.718.0394.
Off-Site Collection April 4, 2015; 1-4 pm
West Side: Stone Ridge Equestrian; 
East Side: St. Croix Saddlery
MasterCard/Visa/Discover 
Accepted For more info visit 
www.CSDEA.org

•
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28TH ANNUAL

 April 4, 2015; 1-4 pm
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Your passion for the sport and 
love of animals was infectious. 
With gratitude for your time 
and dedication to the board

You will be missed,

Your Friends in the MHJA

Lee Gremillion 
September 4,1947-January 29, 2015
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2014 USHJA Annual 
Meeting Report

Pam Keeler and I attended the 2014 USHJA Annual 
Meeting in Las Vegas early in December. The MHJA really 
appreciates that Pam was able to attend, as she covered the 
Measurement uproar and the Officials meetings, while I 
went to the others. It is always fascinating to watch our 
governing body at work, kind of like the saying about laws 
and sausages – you don’t really want to see them being 
made.
For a good, if somewhat biased, review of the meeting go 

to the USHJA web site and click on the special on-line 
edition of In Stride that covers the meeting. It will give you 
a good view of what happened. While you’re there, I would 
also check out the article about the restructuring that is 
proposed for the USHJA, which is very interesting. More 
about that later.
There were two major rule change topics this year and two 

minor ones. The biggies were the Pre-Green/Green rule 
and the Measurement rule. The minor ones were the Attire 
rule and Communication device. It was very interesting 
in that usually there three large open meetings – general 
rule changes, hunters and jumpers. This year, the jumpers 
never met, so it may come as a surprise to see the rules that 
went through for immediate change, especially regarding 
attire for jumpers. (See the other article about 2015 rule 
changes.)
Once again, the USEF told the USHJA to clean up their 

own house. This always forces the USHJA to come up with 
a solution that may not be well thought out, because of 
the time crunch. If you remember last I said that work on 
the Pre-Green rule would be on-going, and it is. We now 
have our second change to the Pre-Green/Green rule in 
two years. To really simplify the rule, it now says jumper 
experience in the U.S or abroad, doesn’t count towards 
status in the hunters. But once again, this is a temporary fix, 
as it looks like Geoff Teal is working on a more equitable 
way to solve this problem. His plan is also on the USHJA 
web site. 

Pam and I are still not exactly sure what has been done 
with the measurement rule, because it went through 
umpteen revisions. Our comments would be that 1) if you 
own ponies, you should make darn sure they measure at 
what their card says; 2) expect to see stewards doing way 
more temporary measurements 3) USEF has the right to 
pull any pony at a show at any time and measure it and 4) 
expect to see a laser measurement device in the near future 
and possibly measurement stations where you have to take 
your equine to be officially measured.
The attire rule ended up being very watered down, and 

it’s too bad that no one had the courage to stand by their 
convictions and make a decision on what is considered 
proper attire. The new rule, which goes into effect 
12/1/2015 says that hunter and equitation riders must wear 
a black, navy, brown, green or gray coat without “decoration 
that a judge might find distracting; “ a shirt with a choker 
or one that simulates a choker or shirt and tie, and the 
standard assorted colors of breeches. Unlike the Jumper 
rule, the Eq and Hunter rules totally dropped any mention 

Betsy Kieffer
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of boots or half chaps. This leaves an exhibitor at the mercy 
of the judge’s preferences. One week you might get away 
with a certain coat and your nice back zip-half chaps and 
the next week you may be eliminated. However, the general 
consensus was that if your coat has minor piping, perhaps 
a maker’s tag on the arm, you’re probably fine. If it’s got 
rhinestone piping, rhinestone buttons and a silver lame 
collar, not so much. If you have paddock boots, and nice 
smooth leather back zip chaps, you’re probably okay too. I 
hate to add for the pony riders; there was much discussion 
about the big bows. No rules were made, but the judges are 
starting to really detest them. So if you do wear them, you 
might tone them down a little!
The other rule regarded communication devices. This 

was intended to prevent (apparently rampant in the 
Saddlebred world) any communication between a trainer 
and exhibitor while in the ring. If an exhibitor has a 
legitimate need for such a device they can get a certificate 
from the USEF allowing such a device. No discrimination 
was ever intended. The only reason the certificate is now 
required is to allow the show to notify the judge so no one 
is eliminated in error; and it discourage exhibitors from 

presenting a years old Doctor’s letter claiming they must 
have such a device. (Once again, prevalent in the gaited 
world!)
The other hot topic was the new restructure of the 

USHJA. If you’re interested, I would encourage you to 
look at this proposal on line. Having been actively involved 
in USHJA since it was started, some of is much needed. 
Unfortunately, a lot of it seems to be taking away the 
membership’s involvement and putting all the power in 
the hands of the Association. There are email addresses 
for each part where you can send comments and if you’re 
interested, I would do so. 
All in all, another normal year at the Annual Meeting!
If you are interested in the actual wording of the rule 

changes going into effect for 2015, go to the USEF web 
site, to rules and regulation, rule book: on that page there is 
a button for decisions made at the end of January 2015. Go 
to that document and have fun! It’s 405 pages long and not 
in rule book order. Changes are spread out all through the 
405 pages. 

Small enough 
to know you — 
large enough 
to serve you.

2073 West Wayzata Blvd Long Lake, MN 55356 • 952-473-0546 • www.stoneridgeequestrian.com
MONTHLY COUPONS,  FACEBOOK PROMOTIONS,  TRAINER PROGRAM,  PRICE MATCHING

Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm • Thursday 10 am - 8 pm • Saturday 10 am - 5 pm • Sunday Noon - 5 pm

Proud to sponsor the Minnesota Hunter & Jumper Association

Proud to sponsor 
the Minnesota Hunter & Jumper Association

Molly Hayssen and Matrix Connie Carlson and Ferdie
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Welcome to the MHJA!  For 2015 there are 2 types of individual memberships: 
 

 Competing Membership:  Dues of $60.00 per year.  A Competing Member is entitled to receive all the 
publications and prize lists, be listed in the directory, participate in MHJA Clinics as a member, and all other 
regular member benefits, plus the Competing Member and all horses owned by the Competing Member 
will be eligible for MHJA Year-End Awards.  In order to be eligible for a year-end award in the hunter or 
jumper classes, the owner of the horse must be an MHJA Competing Member. If you are riding a leased 
horse, please be sure the owner is an MHJA member in order for points to count.  To be eligible for an 
equitation award, the rider must be an MHJA Competing Member. 

 
 Non-Competing Membership:  Dues of $40.00 per year.  A Non-Competing Member is entitled to receive all 

the publications and prize lists, be listed in the directory and all other regular benefits, except that the Non-
Competing Membership does not include eligibility for MHJA Year-End Awards. 

 
Both memberships are from December 1 to November 30, the same as USEF and USHJA.  Membership becomes active 
on its postmark date if mailed or date received by a representative of the MHJA if hand delivered.  All memberships expire 
on November 30, regardless of the date activated.  The 2015 membership list will be purged on March 1, 2015. If you 
have not renewed or joined by then, you will not receive any more mailings or be listed in the 2015 directory. The MHJA 
sends reminders before the March 1 deadline.  It is the member’s responsibility to make sure all the membership 
requirements are met for eligibility for awards. 
 

For more information, contact: Betsy Kieffer, byllesby@embarqmail.com Chair, Membership 
 

2015 MHJA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 Save $5.00 if you join before February 1, 2015, take $5.00 off the Dues Amount below! 

 
Check membership type:  
  Individual Competition Membership - Annual: $60.00.  Competing members receive all regular benefits 
 and are eligible for MHJA Year-End Awards in equitation and any horses owned by the member are eligible for 
hunter or jumper awards.  ($55.00 if paid before February 1, 2015.) 
 

 Individual Sustaining Membership - Annual: $40.00.  Sustaining members receive all regular benefits, but are 
not eligible for MHJA Year-End Awards.  ($35.00 if paid before February 1, 2015) 

  
New    Renew   If this is a renewal and the 2014 information was correct, you may list just your name below.  
 
Name:__________________________________________________ Your Age on Dec. 1, 2014:________ 
 
Parents Name (if under 18):___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Farm Name (required only if horses are owned by a farm or company):       
 
Address:              
 
City:__________________________________________ State:_____ Zip: ______________ 
 
Home Phone:________________________ Cell Phone:________________________(Please include area codes) 
 
E-mail:________________________________________  

 Check here if you have multiple memberships at one address and would like to receive only one mailing. 
 Check here if you do not want to be included in the directory. 

Please Mail To: 
Betsy Kieffer 

17631 82nd Way North 
Maple Grove MN 55311 

Thank you for joining the MHJA for 2015! 

 
2015 MHJA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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Eyes & EarsEyes & Ears
News of note from area barns

Arbor Hill
There have been a lot of threats 

recently about someone writing our 
eyes and ears for us if we don’t get 
them in on time. I must admit, I’m 
tempted to just make up a bunch of 
funny stuff here just for the fun of it, 
but I’ll do my best to keep it honest.
We have been busy! We enjoyed a trip 

to Chicago in December for the Paul 
Valliere, another trip to Chicago in 
early February to show at Ledges, and 
we are headed back to Ledges again 
in March. All the girls are making 
huge strides (pun intended) with 
their horses, and the new partnerships 
are moving along very well. Heather 
pierced her... Mimi Lyons made her 

3’6” debut with a blue ribbon result, 
Lindsay Vail made her debut with her 
new horse Power Play with her own 
blue ribbon results, and Becca Renier 
made her return to the 3’6” A/O ring 
in Wellington. The pictures prove the 
successes that they all had, and I am 
one proud Mom as I watch them all 
growing with their riding skills.
On the home front things are pretty 

quiet. Emily and Julia are working 
hard to get ready to make their move 
up in the Spring at the Red Pines 
Horse Shows, Zoe is working hard 
on anything she can to be ready 
to get back in the show ring come 
spring, and Ivy is even back on her 
pony again. Many fun weekends just 
hanging out at the barn this winter, are 
made even more fun by the laughter 
that fills the aisles.

Cameo Farm
Winter is going smoothly at 

Kenwood. We are getting our fill 
of gymnastics and working on the 
basics in our lessons with Janie. A 
few have even been spotted riding 
without stirrups outside of the lessons. 
Congratulations to Julia Goodell on 

the purchase of her new horse Ted. 
We are looking forward to her joining 
us at the shows next summer. Anne 
Donahoe's horse Isaac is enjoying the 
winter in Florida with Sue Kyllonen. 
Janie and Anne went to see him at the 
end of January and they enjoyed some 
good quality sister time along with 
watching all the amazing horses at 
Wellington.

Emma has a new sister named 
Roxy who is a toy Aussie.( Emma is 
thankful for the small size.) Emma 
is enjoying having dog company and 
is looking forward to fun adventures 
ahead and teaching little Roxy what 
it takes to be an awesome Aussie. 
Janie has been busy taking a Sports 
Psychology/Mental Training class 
from Daniel Stewart. We are all 
looking forward to learning new 
exercises to prepare for the up coming 
show season. Fingers crossed she will 
be doing some fun open seminars in 
the future.

Janie also has a new ankle.(Yep now 
we can say she is bionic.) The surgery 
was the easy. Keep up the good work 
with your PT. Heels down! 



    MHJA Newsletter  |  March 2015    47.

Hope everyone is having a nice 
winter and getting motivated for 
warm weather and riding outdoors. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at 
the shows where we can catch up and 
share more stories.

Dandelion Farm
Though it may be cold outside, 

things are heating up at Dandelion 
Farm!  Early in the New Year we 
broke ground on our expansion 
project, which included the addition of 
3 spacious stalls.  Cesar M. and Cesar 
C. impressed us with their hidden 
design and construction skills, while 
Kim proved to be quite the architect.  
The finished product was revealed in a 
ribbon cutting ceremony, much to the 
delight of everyone!  

Though we’re not completely full 
to the brim, we’re pretty close as we 
welcomed several new faces—and a 
couple old.  Lucia Ament and Mikaela 
Haskins received early visits from 
Santa this year.  Lucia is now the 
proud owner of “Helicon’s Privateer,” 
while Mikaela was elated to find 
that her dream horse, “Millie,” was 
now her horse!!  Meegan Snyder and 
her adorable gray mare “Coco” also 
joined the Dandelion team, as well as 
the return of Kim’s beloved jumper 
“Action.”  Though he may be 21 
years old, he likes to remind everyone 
that age is just a number—the old 
guy’s still got it!  Rounding out the 
senior equine group is the return of 
“Brownie” Woodhouse Slade, known 
to many as “Pacifico.”  It’s great to 
have everyone together again! 

This winter wasn’t just fun and 
games and construction projects, 
however.  Between many non-stirrup 
lessons, technical course work, and 
long stretches of frigid temperatures, 
all riders worked hard to prepare for 
two weeks of showing in St. Louis 
in March.  (As of press time, results 
were not available.)  Kim, John and 
Carter Puckett represented us in the 
jumper ring, while Chapel was the 
lone Puckett to tackle the hunters.  
Gretchen and Peyton Jelinek, Abbey 
Hamann, Amelia Batson and Meegan 

Snyder were also busy making 
Dandelion proud in the hunter rings.

In other news, Elizabeth Wexler 
is back in the saddle after a shoulder 
injury.  All of us—especially her horse 
Redmond—are thrilled to have her 
back!  Elizabeth and her daughter 
Emma unfortunately could not join us 
in St. Louis because they were looking 
at colleges—hard to believe it’s already 
time for that!  Finally, we would like 
to congratulate Morgan Sabes, Amelia 
Batson, Chapel and Carter on their 
roles in the school play.  Such well-
rounded young ladies!

Greenwood Stables

#wellyworld
Greetings from Wellington. We are 

enjoying an action packed winter here 
at WEF.  We have 9 horses with us 
this year and are keeping busy. 

Marissa Creviston is spending the 
circuit with the Salazar’s along with 
her horses Fresco and Alijandro. She 
made her debut in the show ring with 
Fresco and took home a 9th place 
prize out of 60 horses. She is looking 
forward to continued success in the 
coming weeks. Her parents, Bob and 
Linda, have been down for a visit since 
their initial road trip here and were 
able to watch her show. We enjoyed 
Super Bowl Sunday with them at a 
great beach restaurant.

Grace Nutting is down for a 
month also staying with the Salazar’s, 

showing Alaric, owned by Sara Hogan. 
Grace and Alaric took home an 8th 
in the open WEF 3 ft hunters in a 
large class and an 8th in the Children’s 
Hunters. Grace’s parents spent a few 
days each as well. We had some great 
dinners out together and a fun bbq 
hosted by the Hogan’s and prepared by 
chef Stu Nutting. Grace is not looking 
forward to waking up from her dream 
on February 10th, but she is excited 
to get home to her family and friends 
and also to start a new partnership 
with her new jumper. We will be sure 
to have an extra crepe or 2 just for you 
Grace!

Grace and Marissa participated 
in a great event called the College 
Preparatory Invitational Horse Show 
at the Jim Brandon Equestrian Center 
in West Palm Beach. There they were 
able to meet many college coaches 
and participate in an intercollegiate 
style competition. They did some 
great networking and have some great 
options. 

Johnny was very successful in the 
3’3 Performance Hunters with Sara’s, 
Poker Face. They took home a 4th in 
a very large class after putting down a 
beautiful trip. Sara has begun showing 
her horse Guilder in the Adult 
Amateurs, they have been looking 
fantastic and in the ribbons in big 
classes. Sara looks forward to showing 
Poker Face as well. Niki Salazar has 
been riding her horse Gabe at the 
farm in preparation for showing in the 
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coming weeks. Niki’s Mom, Nancy, 
came for a visit. Isla kept her very busy 
and enjoyed having her here.

Tori Christensens’s horse, Sterling, 
has been loving life in Florida and 
is doing great. Tori is very excited 
to come and see him and ride in 
February. She will be making the trip 
down with Julia Lavigne to enjoy a 
week of sun and fun. 

We are also looking forward to 
visits from Anna & Heidi Cook and 
Meredith Doyle. 

When not at the show to compete, 
the group has enjoyed watching all of 
the big classes in the international ring 
from Sara’s table in the International 
Club. We are so lucky to experience it 
in such a great atmosphere. 

Sara & Randy, Niki, Johnny & 
Isla, Marissa, Megan & Grace all 
attended the JustWorld Gala at the 
beautiful Belle Herb Farm in Grand 
Prix Village. This was especially great 

as Niki and Grace are both JustWorld 
Ambassadors. It was so nice to be 
able to attend. They both got some 
great items from the silent auction. 
Randy and Sara participated in the 
live auction and will be VIP attending 
the Longines Global Champions Tour 
event in Miami Beach in April as a 
result.

When not at the show, fun has been 
had by all trail riding, dining out, 
going to the beach, some shopping, 
and even some giraffe feeding at Lion 
Country Safari.

#minnesnowta
We greatly miss everyone back 

at the barn in MN. Johnny will be 
headed back to check in with everyone 
there in February. Julia Lavigne, 
Anna Cook, Ireen Morales, Caitlin 

Patterson, and Tori Christensen are 
having a blast riding with Gail in 
the meantime. They are all learning, 
progressing, and having a good time 
doing it!

We are told that the only thing 
keeping them motivated is Tori’s 
baking. They are enjoying all the 
special treats she brings to the barn. 
With the difference in temperature 
between Minnesota and Florida 
reaching 100 degrees on some days, it 
is safe to say that they are all looking 
forward to summer and horse show 
season.

Isla is growing up too quickly. She 
loves having the girls around. She 
is talking more and more, which is 
entertaining. She will celebrate her 
2nd in March. She wants a pony. We 
are working on convincing Gabe to 
share his stall.

We hope that all of our MHJA 
friends are having a safe and happy 
winter. We look forward to seeing 
everyone in the spring.

River Bend
Everyone at River Bend is mourning 

the passing of Barb Ahrens. We wish 
to extend our deepest sympathy to the 
Ahrens, Schmidt and Schaefer families 
on their loss, and we are keeping them 
in our thoughts and prayers. Her 
passing makes the rest of this column 
seem somewhat irrelevant. 

Jimmy has added judging to her 
repertoire, doing schooling shows 
at Alpine. She and her family have 
finished the move into their new 
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house, which has a nice BIG mud 
room! And a commercial size washer 
and dryer!

Linda Ostberg has made numerous 
trips to the east coast this winter – to 
Boston to visit the grand kids; and 
Florida to visit Kelsey. So far, she has 
managed to miss the storms in Boston, 
except last week when Delta sent her 
through Atlanta instead of Boston for 
her flight home. Kelsey is enjoying 
being a working student for Wilhelm 
Genn and showing her Figo in the 
jumpers. Linda’s new horse Vinny 
arrived in Minnesota in October, 
and Linda is getting used to riding a 
young, green horse.

Audrey Anderson is leasing Linda’s 
Francine, and has her eyes set on the 
show ring this year. Lydia Knoll has 
a half lease on Clancy and we hope 
she’ll manage to get to a few shows 
this summer.

Jessica is to be congratulated on 
her coaching and riding. Joanne, 
Linda, and Betsy all ended up with 
year- end awards, as did Garth in the 
Hunter Challenge with Jess riding. 
Joan Schulz, who has joined our crew, 
was reserve champion in the Rusty 
Stirrup with Eva at the Harvest Show. 
In addition, Betsy and Jessica got a 
surprise last week, when each of them 
received an envelope from USHJA. 
Inside were ribbons from the USHJA 
for their standings in Zone 6 for the 
USHJA National Hunter Derbies. 
These are based on money won and 
Garth ended up reserve champion and 
Jessica was 3rd in the riders. Congrats 
to Kim Barone and Cindy Bulwicz’s 
Cyril who were the leaders, although 
Cyril beat Garth by only $1.00! 

The horses not clipped have started 
to shed, so that means spring must 
be on the way.  Looking forward to 
seeing everyone at the horse shows, 
but it will be sad without Barb in the 
office. Circus peanuts, anyone?

Spring Meadow Farm
Greetings from Spring Meadow 

Farm!
We have some smiley new faces at 

the barn. Welcome Kaitlin DuLyn and 
Finn, as well as Molly Osier, who joins 
us from Massachusetts. Molly has 
taken on a lease of Courtney Heib’s 
Canello. 

Aspiring vets seem to congregate at 
Spring Meadow. Three of our lovely 
ladies are graduating from vet school 
this year and starting their internships. 
Congrats to Laura Critchett, Tyne 
Hovda and Katherine Sickler!

On a scary note, Kate Kemp is now 
sixteen. She has a drivers license. 
Yikes! 

Our ladies were traveling all over 
this winter. Thea was busy braiding, 
spending time in both St. Louis and 
Texas. Alyssa traveled to Europe 
during her J-Term.  Kendahl traveled 
to Chicago with the Arbor Hill gang 
to attend a clinic. She picked up 
some valuable advice, and is enjoying 
practicing with Phantom. Even 
Heather was lucky enough to get away 
and have some much earned R&R in 
Florida!

We miss our girls, Jayde, Courtney 
and Audrey who are away at college. 
Luckily, Courtney and Audrey visited 
us quite frequently while they were 
home over the holiday break. While 
Audrey is away, Richelle comes out to 
lesson on Ollie. We’re happy she goes 
to school nearby!

The Cody women are staying quite 
busy. Mary Jo has started to ride Tank! 
We are looking forward to seeing this 
pair in the show ring this summer. 
Kaylyn and John have been working 
tirelessly to bring the two babies along. 

Jan is doing a fabulous job getting to 
know Luca. We can’t wait to see this 
pair debut in the show ring. Christine 
is having a blast with her new jumper, 
Zomar. He has quickly become the 
biggest sweetheart at the barn. 

On a sad note, our barn family was 
dealt with some tough losses. We’d 
like to send our condolences to Mary 
Jo, who lost her mother Muriel, and 
to Christine, who lost her father, Lee. 
We are incredibly grateful to have 
spent time with both Muriel and Lee. 
These two extraordinary individuals 

will be missed.
We look forward to seeing you all in 

the spring!

Wild Oak Farm
We have had a great winter at Wild 

Oak so far. I am  (Renee) home for the 
winter for the first time in 23 years. 
So far the I've enjoyed being home, 
riding, teaching and going to Ledges.

Terri Bourgeois had great success 
showing in the adult amateur at Jan. 
Ledges with her new horse Jock.  
Amelia Sawalich has our great jumper 
Rosales Z that she has leased for the 
year. She made her debut at Ledges 
and was 2nd in the Puddle Jumper 
Classic! Her and Delia had fun in the 
modified children's division. Katie 
Lenkart won the Pony Hunter Classic 
both weeks and was reserve champion 
the first week and champion the 
second week with Rock Star.  

On the home front Lily Lenkart 
and Addy Honour, aka peanut butter 
and jelly, are keeping Gail on her toes, 
requesting that she sets oxers and their 
favorite, riding without stirrups. 

WOW!!
Deb Hieble is working really hard 

with her new horse Ivan and Kay 
Neznik is keeping Bingo fit for the 
coming show season.  Julie Braun is 
keeping Gabe fit, or is it the other way 
around?

Our college girls, Katie Engler, 
Grace Ronning, Makenzie Braun and 
Christina Hayden come and go. It's 
always nice when they are home and 
we look forward to having them home 
this summer for the show season! 

We welcome Madeline Meskan 
Taylor Duerr and her horse Patrick 
and Natalie Barinsky and her horse 
Val. It's fun to have new faces.

All in all we are "wintering well" but 
look forward to spring!
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ALPINE FARMS
Hunters, Jumpers, Dressage

Boarding, Sales
Quality Instruction

Beginners - Advanced
Christopher Underhill - Hunter/

Jumper Trainer
Stewart Underhill - Dressage 

Trainer
2182 Homestead Trail
Long Lake, MN 55356

763-473-1361
alpine-farms.com

ARBOR HILL FARM, INC
Elzabeth M. Lampert

8131 140th St N
Hugo, MN 55038

612-282-5530
Elizabeth Lampert - Trainer

(Hunters/Jumpers/Equitation)
Natalie Hinneman - Trainer

(Dressage)
Specializing in training, lessons

and sales for all levels
www.arborhillfarm.com

BROOKSIDE FARM
Complete training facility!

Large Indoor
Lessons – Training – Sales

Mary Armstrong
Mary Konu

Deah Szymanski
4652 165th St. N.
Hugo, MN 55038

Farm 651-429-8998
Mary K. 651-324-8410

Mary A. 651-428-8490 (cell)
www.brooksidemn.com

CAMEO FARMS
Hunters & Jumpers
Lessons - Training

Jane Martinson
1285 North Arm Drive

Orono, MN 55364
612-554-5625

janemartinson1@gmail.com

CARRIAGE HOUSE FARM
Eventing – Hunters – Jumpers

Boarding, Training, Sales
Dr. Ann Bower, Becky Holder,

Greg Sheedy
11727 Henna Ave. N.

Hugo, MN 55038
651-429-9007

www.carriagehousefarm.org

CLEARY LAKE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

18577 Natchez Ave.
Prior Lake, MN 55372

952.435.8387
www.clearylakevets.com

Vets: Dr. Kathy Ott
Dr. Dave Hermann
Dr. Jennifer Selvig
Dr. Heidi Terwey

Dr. Scott Katzman

DANDELION FARM
Lessons - Full Training - Shows

Kids, Adults, and Families
Just 7 miles from Wayzata

4100 Watertown Rd
Orono, MN 55359

Trainers:
Ashley Woodhouse Slade

Contact Owner:
kimpuckett@msn.com

www.dandelionfarmjumpers.com
612-310-7696

EVENSONG FARM
Vicki Magevas

Quality instruction, all ages & 
levels

Hunters/Jumpers/Equitation
5635 Townhall Drive

Loretto, MN
612-618-5984

GREENWOO D STABLES
Hunters & Jumpers

Training, lessons, showing & sales
Johnny Salazar
612.384.9672

johnnitico@aol.com

GYPSY FARMS
Hunters – Jumpers – Equitation

Sales – Clinics
Nick Novak

612-308-2757
gypsyfarms@mac.com
www.gypsyfarms.net

HARMONY FARM
Hunters & Jumpers
Lessons ~ Training

Laura Rohlfing
612-239-6684

2135 Nelson Rd.
Delano, MN 55328

KAREN HUPP RIDING
Building confidence through 
safety, technique, and fun for 

beginners to intermediate riders
Located at Fortuna Farm, just 7

minutes from Wayzata
Karen Hupp

952-270-8911
www.karenhuppriding.com

NORTH RUN FARM
Hunter & Dressage Schooling

Shows ~ Jumper Clinics
Training & Instruction
Len Danielson, Trainer

Jacki Danielson, Manager
4244 55TH St. SE
Delano, MN 55328

763-972-3820
northrunfarm@aol.com
www.northrunfarm.org

PHEASANT HILL FARM
MN Horse & Hunt Club Stables

3300 220th St. E.
Prior Lake, MN 55372

Hunters / Jumpers,
Boarding, Training & Lessons

952-226-1155 (stables)
Karla Watson

612-670-4283 (cell)

RAVEN RIDGE FARM
Hunters, Jumpers, Equitation

Sales, Training
Kim & Andy Barone
2830 Rose Avenue

Watertown, MN 55388
Cell: 612-306-6671

RIVER BEND STABLES
Hunters-Jumpers-Boarding-Sales

Barb and Gaylord Ahrens
763-477-6640

Lessons & Training by:
Laura Rohlfing | Jessica Swanson

Nancy "Jimmy" Colburn
8680 Rebecca Park Trail
Rockford, MN 55373

ROUNDABOUT FARM
Hunters – Jumpers

Training – Showing – Sales
Heidi Hildebrand & Pat Vogtle

roundaboutfarm@aol.com
4650 Maple Street
Maple Plain, MN

602-432-7727, 352-598-4438

SHADOW CREEK STABLES
Complete Learning Center
Hunter, Jumper, Equitation

Quality Lessons ~ Lesson horses
Laura Fraser, Mary Konu,

Denise Armstead
Boarding – Showing

Susan Moore – Owner
6150 202nd St. N. Forest Lake,

MN 55025; 651-464-8270

SILVER CREEK RIDING
CENTER

Quality Lessons, Beginner –
Advance, School horses available
Specializing in the young rider
Boarding, Training, Showing

Diane Stockstead
651-430-2634, 651-439-8450

10292 Norell Ave. N.
Stillwater, MN 55082

SKYROCK FARM
Hunters & Jumpers

Boarding - Training - Lessons
Bill & Stacy Nunn

2825 Willow Dr. Hamel Mn 
55340

612-408-2848
www.skyrockfarm.com

SPRING MEADOW FARM
Hunters & Jumpers

Trainer: Heather Parish
Owner: Mary Jo Cody

Hugo, MN
651-492-6300 / 651-592-6132

www.springmeadowfarmmn.com

STONE GATE
Hunters – Jumpers

Boarding - Training – Sales
Quality Instruction

Trainer:Tracy Grandstrand
11130 Julianne Ave N.
Stillwater, MN 55082

651-407-0350

SQUARE LAKE FARM
14120 Square Lake Trail North

Stillwater, MN 55082
612-327-6552 Kristin Mann, Mgr

Jumpers – Dressage
Michelle Mann – Trainer
www.squarelakefarm.com

SUNSET FARMS, INC
Hunter & Jumpers
Boarding – Lessons

Training – Sales
Quality Instruction

Excellent Care, Quality Training
Suzy Bethke

Minnetrista – New Germany
952-353-1534, 612-578-4552

SWANLEA EQUESTRIAN
Jessica Swanson

2230 Plymouth Road Apt 110
Minnetonka, MN 55305

Jessica@swanleaequestrian.com
612-749-3838

THORNBROOK STABLES
Lessons – Training -Showing –

Sales -Quality Freelance
Training and Instruction for

All Levels of Horse and Rider
Mary Konu

6924 Lakeview Dr.
Lino Lakes, MN

651-324-8410

UPLAND FARM
Hunter & Jumper

Training, Showing, Sales
Ashley Magnuson, Manager

St. Bonifacius, MN
612-743-4626

WILD HORSE HILL
Breeding Farm – Horses for Sale

Kathy Ott, DVM
3805 50th St. W.

Webster, MN 55088
952-652-1977

WILD OAK FARM
Hunters – Jumpers

Boarding – Training – Sales
Quality Instruction

Renee Lenkart
8855 Darrow Avenue SE

Delano, MN 55328
763-972-6766, 612-619-6398

www.wildoakfarms.com

Horseman’s Directory
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